Evangelical 


martyrdom of William Tyndale was nationally 
the Fourth Centenary observed on October 6th, 1936, by special 
° sermons in Churches, unit ings, 
of the Reformation ud in the Press. The publication by the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance of Mr. Isaac 
Foot's appreciation of the life and work of William Tyndale has been widely responded 
to, and the booklet is still in demand. Two separate orders of five thousand i 
each have recently been filled. Following upon the Tyndale commemoration will be 
the celebrations next year of the fourth centenary of the Reformation and the setting 
up of the English Bible in the parish churches of our land. For two years now Com- 
mittees and Sub-Committees associated with the movement, supported by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the leaders of the Protestant Churches, have been sitting, 
and next year will see the culmination of their labours. This will be on Sunday, June 
19th, 1938, when it is hoped the Churches as a whole will join in giving thanks for the 
English Bible restored to us by the Reformation, and we express the hope that the 14 
significance of the Reformation in this connection will not be neutralised, or overlooked | ; 
altogether. It has been said that men praise the Bible but never read it, and it is 
to be feared there is truth in this statement to-day. Before the date mentioned above a 
the World’s Evangelical Alliance is arranging for a central united meeting on the subject &§ 
of the revival of Family Worship, at which it is hoped and anticipated the Archbishop : | &§ 
of Canterbury will be able to preside. In the meantime, let us not forget what we owe 
to the Reformation, and to those who made it possible for all alike to possess the 7. 
inestimable treasure of God’s Word in our own tongue, to read it for themselves, and 9 
to hear it read Sunday by Sunday, in our Churches. | 4 
Looking to the history of our country it may appear strange that we should be 
called upon to contend for a thing so obvious as the obligations of British Christians to 
maintain the principles of the Reformation. There was a time when, throughout 
England and Scotland, on the maintenance of these principles the great mass of the . 
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fact, one religion is as good as another) ; but the change is chiefly due to the persistent 
and’ well-organised efforts of certain conscientious believers in Ritualism who have 
come in some strange way to regard the Reformation as having been a blunder ; and to 
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population presented one solid front of conviction and opmion. Within ast Sixty . 
years or so a change has occurred. Account for it as we may, there has gradually 
crept over both countries a disposition either to regard with indifference or, more or | 
less, to favour, those Romish errors and practices against which the Reformation was such 
a loud and long-standing protest. The change is, no doubt, to be traced to a variety 
of causes. We might name, for instance, a growing tendency that has sprung up 
towards the æsthetic and sensuous in religious worship, and a mistaken idea that has 0 
prevailed on the part of many that charity towards those who differ from us in religion, 
9 3 to their errors and a mean the same thing (that, in 
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“efforts, 


equally persistent and thoroughly 

power on the part of the Roman Catholic 

Church, by means of the Press and other 

agencies, to undermine Protestant con- 

victions, and actually to im our country 

as the friend of liberty, ty, and social 
— 


Whatever the cause, the fact of the change 
can hardly be disputed the fact that while 
in some countries such as Spain, the priestly 


influence of Rome has lost the confidence of 


the people, there has been in our Protestant 
Britain a disposition to view its insidious 
inroads with comparative apathy and un- 
concern, and a determination on the part 
of some to return unblushingly, and in spite 
of all ecclesiastical sa , to Romish 

ism and superstition. It is surely 
time for thoughtful and earnest Christians 
to ask where we are going, and to what end 
and final issues the anti-Protestant drift 
of the present day, if unarrested, may be 
expected to bring us. To imagine, as some 
do, that the corrupt and tyrannical system 
of of religion, out of which the Reformation 
Abe, is now changed, and that from being 
the persecuting and intolerant system it 
once was, it has now become the very 
embodiment of all that is pure in doctrine 
and tender and large-hearted in charity, can 
be easily shown by an appeal to recent acts 
and utterances of the Church of Rome itself 
to be one of the fondest of fond delusions. 
If our country is not to be finally dragged 
back to the superstitious and ecclesiastical 
intolerance of mediæval times, if our people 
are not to have gradually wrested from their 
grasp freedom of conscience and freedom of 
worship, and all the rights and privileges of 
an enlightened and Scriptural Aris ristianity, 
it can only be by arou throughout the 
length and breadth 78 land a revived 
and abiding sense of the obligations of 
British Christians to maintain intact, and 
at all hazards, the glorious principles of the 
Reformation. 


We speak of the principles of the Refor- 
mation; but in these days are our people 
sufficiently alive to the distinctive character 
and vital importance of these principles in 
connection with the “truth as it is in 
Christ, and the maintenance in the midst 


of us of Christianity in its purity, its 


spirituality, and soul-saving power? They 


“has been not only the puri 


deal, it must be remembered, with no mere 

of the faith, or points of doctrine 

and worship, concerning which it matters 

paratively little what men believe, but 

— & the most essential and fundamental 
Truths of our holy religion. 


A vital principle of the Reformation, for 
instance, was fo indicate the supreme 
authority of the Word of God. The question 


was no longer to be, what say uncer- 
tain traditions, or what say the early 
Christian fathers, or what saith the Church 


but what saith the Scriptures?” “ 
the law and to the testimony, if spe 
not according to this Word it 5 
there is no light in them. And language 
fails to tell the immense incubus of super- 
stition and darkness that was rolled aside 
the moment this princi 
acknowledged er . The appeal 
direct to the Word of God meant the 
deliverance of the intellect and conscience 
of man from those errors and corruptions 
with which, through the course of ages, the 


of those chains of human au thority byw by * 
the mind of Christendom 

utterly and so hopelessly bound, and the 
lifting up of God's ‘liberated Church into the 
higher atmosphere and clearer spiritual 
vision of one Divine and Bible-taught 
Christianity. This principle involved the 
right of every man to * the Scriptures in 
his own tongue. And its outcome 
ifying thereby of 
the Church's faith and worship, but such a 
deepening of her appreciation of Holy 
Scripture and quickening of her. zeal, that 
to this Protestant vindication of the supreme 
authority of the Word of God, and to that 
alone, we now owe what constitutes one of 
the grandest marvels of the age—the 
institution of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and the circulation of God's Word 
throughout the world. 


Another principle of the Reformation was 
to proclaim the supreme and perfect Priesthood 
of our blessed . And this principle 
meant the deliverance of the people from 
the intellectual, moral, and spiritual thral- 
dom of Priestism, with its tyrannical 
assumptions, its secret confessionals, and 
its threats of Purgatorial fires; their 


pure religion of Christ and His apostles had 
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; the worship of Mary, and 


the claims by which it had made men and 
nations the captives and slaves of its claim 
to supremacy and its manifold superstitions ; 
and it was in ing this great central 
truth of our religion the errors 

which it had been obscured and darkened, 
that the Reformation struck a blow which 
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Reformation with what has been their 
history since ; or compare those countries 


ind 
commercial enterprises, and in all that a 
nation values, till in these respects it has 
no superior, then we must be culpably 


possible obligation to hold them fast. In 
his Social Evolution, Benjamin Kidd has 
proved, as the result of his scientific analysis, 


affirmed as the result of his study of history, 
and, indeed, what all Christendom proclaims, 


that such is the essential difference in the 


practical effects of the two systems, that 
with Protestantism there has been national 
progress and prosperity, and with Popery 
political servitude, intellectual torpor, and 
national decline. As we love our country, 
then, and set a high value on the privileges 
we enjoy, let us recognise the obligations 
under which we lie to defend and maintain 
the principles that have done so much to 
secure them for us. | 
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deliverance, too, from the oppressive yoke action of designing men? The Reformation 
with transubstantiation and the offering to da | 
ther © day, from bondage to freedom, from the 
P souls of men eit blindness of abject submission to human | 
authority to the clear open-eyed vision of the | 
truth of God, and of Christ as the only 
Lord of the conscience: and the only ; 
hood of all true believers—their absolute Mediator betwixt God and men. | 
What do we not owe as a nation to these 
one perfect sacrifice offered by Christ R ma : 
on the Cross, and offered once for all. eformation principles? Only contrast the | 
and their unchangeable right through faith, condition of England and Scotland during | 
and through faith alone, to all the benefits the three centuries that preceded the | 
of Christ's atoning death and all-prevailing | 
intercession. “Tn departing from the sim- 
plicity that is in ist, and from pure in which Komanism its ascen- 
apostolical teaching on the subject of Christ’s dency with those that are no longer under 
priesthood, the Roman Church had forged its yoke. And if we, as British Christians, | 
feel grateful to God that we belong to a 
nation which, under the reign of Protes- 
tantism, has progressed by leaps and bounds, 
reached from the very centre to the circum- ee 
ference of 4 4 usurpation, bringing back ignorant of its own history, or incapable o 
the truth to the light, and restoring men to reading it aright, if we fail to identify its 
that liberty ‘wherewith Christ hath made national and social progress with that 
His people free. heritage of truth and freedom which the 
Reformation secured, and if we do not see 
in the inestimable benefits which the 
principles of the Reformation has un- 
doubtedly conferred upon us the strongest 
0 just what Lord Macaulay long before 
Su 
Ce 
| 
pushed aside by the craft and insidious 
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Headqua rters Notes 


The Loyal Address to the Ning. The 
from the Home Secretary to the loyal 
Address to the King, presented on the 
occasion of His Majesty's Coronation: 


15th May, 1937. 
Sir, 


I have had the honour to lay before the 
King the loyal and dutiful Address from 
the World's Evangelical Alliance (British 
Organisation) on the occasion of Their 
Majesties’ Coronation, and I have been 
commanded by The King to convey to 
you Their Majesties’ warm thanks for 
the expressions of loyalty and devotion 
which it contains. 
I am,.Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(ed.) Joux Simon. 
The General Secretary, - 
World's Evangelical Allian 
(British Organisation). 


The King's Coronation Oath.—Concern 
has been evident regarding changes in the 
wording of the Coronation Oath to which 
His Majesty the King has to subscribe at 
the time of his Coronation. The change is 
due to the Act known as the Statute of 
Westminster which passed through Parlia- 
ment in 1931. It should, however, be a 
source of satisfaction to all and any whose 
minds may have been disturbed by the 


change to know, and, in fact, through the 


arrangements for ing the Corona- 
tion Service in Westminster Abbey as a 
whole, to hear, in the presence of repre- 
sentatives of every nation, our King 
declare himself a Protestant, charged to 
maintain the Protestant religion. 


Oxford and Edinburgh.—Two notable 


- Conferences will have occupied the months 


of July and August, the Oxford Conference 
on Christian Life and Work and the Edin- 
burgh Conference on Faith and Order. Both 
are continuation Conferences, and neither 
is expected to conclude any practical steps 


bond 
of peace in the Christian world are con- 
tributing best and of their best to the final — 
triumph of the fellowship of the saints, which 
is the nucleus of all Church Union and 
Reunion worth attaining or ing. 
Unity in diversity is a divine fact; the 
unity or reunion of Christendom is a 
dangerous quest and enterprise, akin to the 
Tower of Babel. 


Intercommunion and Church Unity.— 
Another serious question, which was largely 
responsible for the failure of the Lausanne 
Conference on Faith and Order, is that of 


Intercommunion. If seriously raised within 


towards the reunion of Christendom. Never- 
— valuable discussion and 
ship will have been experienced. we 
have already met foreign delegates who 
are attending these Conferences. At the 
| Alliance House in Russell Square we have 
| friends, including countries as widely 
| separated as Spain, Germany, and Transyl- 
| vania. One delegate and visitor ay 
| far as to remark that his impressions of 
| Oxford led him to realise that what the 
4 Churches need most to-day is the basis and 
principles of the World's Evangelical 
, Alliance! We rejoice if this is an outcome 
6 of steps towards the unity of Churches, 
especially when the Churches included are 
| un-Reformed. The Anglo-Catholic outlook, 
shared in common with the Orthodox 
i Churches of the East and the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, is one which essentially must 
abandon Apostolic Christianity and 
either the traditions 
1 mechanised system of Papal authority. 
pathway to true Unity and Reunion can 
, only be shown and trodden by the frank 
; acceptance of the New Testament ideal, 
' and, indeed, fact, of the unity of the one 
: Church of which Christ Jesus is the Head, 
; and the endeavour and resolve of all Chur- 
; ches to accept and attain that ideal. Those 
; who strive with the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance to manifest this inner unity, 
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the Church of at the t time 


nskip, in a recent letter to The Times, 
express their opinion | 

That Intercommunion is to be as an 
important step in the path of unity and not 
as a goal or crown to be post until organic 
unity has been otherwise 

That Intercommerion should be sought first 
with those of our own blood and who 
use and acknowledge tie authority of the same 
Bible and use the same hymns of praise and 
devotion : and then with the other Churches 
of the Reformation with whom our own divines 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries held 
faith of tos 

riune recognise t 
is Lord of all. 


INTERCOMMUNION. 


The World's Evangelical Alliance cannot but be 
deeply interested in all that concerns Church 
} It has taken note of the 
Resolutions on Intercommunion brought before 
the Lower House of the Convocation of Canter- 


express their view, which is shared by very many 
in all Reformed Churches, that these discussions 
can only become fruitful as they are accompanied 


all 


exercise the Council, and on another page 
(see Continental Notes) prayer is invoked 
on their behaif. We cannot but be greatly 
moved by the afflictions of many ors 
and laymen in Germany, a number of whom 
are under arrest, or already in prison or 


Sovereignty of Christ, and for 


the freedom of the Church of Christ to 


preach His Gospel. Let us pray daily that 
a way may be found for their release from 
the present restraints. Thus we can all be 
one with our suffering brethren of the 
Evangelical Churches in Germany, in love, 
sympathy, and prayer. | | 


Finance. The home and foreign responsi- 


bilities of the Alliance at this time are 
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emphasised. An earnest a is made, 
even during this ee A ſor this to 
i ance. From one 
comes an S.0.S. which says the 
Treasurer has had to borrow money in order 
to pay the salaries of ogg oa in the 
dependent churches.” a 
must surely convey to all readers alike the 


needs of the Alliance, and we hopefully | 


anticipate special gifts. 
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| 
| 
by acts of unity, They feel particularly that 
it t t 7 ational Church into 
se camps. In the Free Churches it administer the Sacraments Christ has ordaised, 
presents no difficulties. a and to which authority so to do has been solemnly 
gelical Churchmen, headed by Sir Thomas given by the Church concerned, are wal Minwtries 
of Christ's Word and Sacraments in the Universal 
Church, and that the Lord's table should be open 
to all who accept these Ministries. Although the 
Council fully recognise that the Church of Christ 
in all its branches must have its own safeguards 
against unworthy approach to the table of the 
Lord, they believe that a way can be found of 
securing the Intercommunion of the Anglican 
Church and the Evangelical Free Churches. We 
shall continue to pray that the labours of Con- 
vocation, of the joint Committee convened by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and of all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, may lead to the recognition of 
the truth corpus swmus in Christo.” 
The German Evangelical Churches.— The | 
of our brethren in the German 
That the establishment of such Intercommunion vangelical Churches has continued to ; 
would be a manifestation of the true essential 
— that exists between all those who love our , 
Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth. : 
concentration camps. They are not opposed 
to Hitler, or to inane powers of Germany, 
except as they si y believe that they 
must render to Cesar the things that are 
Cesar’s, and to God the things that are 
ws God's. Hence what is known as the Con- 
order and discipline. fessional Churches have stood firm from the 
first for the 
This is not the place to discuss the opinion 
so heartily ey It is, however, the 
place to remark that the whole question bas 
engaged from time to time the earnest 
enquiries and prayers of the Council of the 
Evangelical Alliance, whose has 
been recorded in the following Resolution: 
— 
Committee to which they have been re . In 
view of the conversations on Christian Unity with 
the Free Churches of England, which have been 
resumed by imvitation of the Archbishop of ‘ 
Canterbury, the Council of the Alliance desire to f 


* 


0 


* 


2 47 — 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 


The World’s Evangelical Alliance 


(Britich Organisation) 


Report of Addresses 


Tue Ninety-first Annual Meeting of the 
Alliance was held in Caxton Hall on Tuesday 
afternoon, June Ist. The Rt. Hon. isaac 
Foot, P.C. (Vice-President) took the Chair. 


The meeting having with the sing- 


ing of two verses of the National Anthem, 


the Rev. the Hon. W. IMI or Ricz, M.A. 
(Hon. Secretary) read 1 Thess. v. 16-25, 
and offered prayer; the stirring hymn, 
Soldiers of Christ, Arise! was then 
sung. 

The General Secretary, Mr. H. Martyn 
Goocn, before presenting a résumé of the 
9ist Annual Report, offered congratulations 
to the Chairman upon the honour of a Privy 
Councillorship recently conferred upon him 
by His Majesty the King. He said it was 
no secret that Mr. Foot, who had come up 
from Cornwall to preside over this Annual 
Meeting, was contesting the St. Ives Division 
of Cornwall in the Bye-Election. He sug- 

ed that those present might pray that 

the help of God Mr. Foot might be 
returned to Parliament, where he was 
greatly needed. 


Mr. Goocu then presented a brief résumé 
of the Annual Report. The R , he 
said, reaffirmed the foundation object of 
the Alliance. They believed that the bless- 
ing of God had rested upon its work because 
it sought to put first things first, and to 
interpret and manifest the true unity of 
the one Church of which Jesus Christ, its 
Saviour and Lord, is Head. Close attention 


t in the Church also. Close attention 
had been paid to the general and increasing 


upon 
all Protestant interests in the widest sense 
and use of those terms. In more than 
one country of Europe Protestant 
Churches and Christians were finding it 
almost impossible to live their own lives, and 
to exercise liberty of conscience. It was pos- 
sible to say that the menace to religious 
liberty to-day was as great as at any time 
since the 17th century. It was impossible 
to express and sum up in a few words the 
world-wide observance of the Ni -first 
Universal Week of Prayer. The tion 
all previous records. Mr. Gooch said that 


national relationships and work of the 
Alliance. It stood out im all countries a 
faithful witness to Evangelical and 

tant truth. Grants had been made the 
Council, especially in countries of 

where the existing Protestant and Evan- 
gelical isations were experiencing diffi- 
culties. In view of the ing responsi- 
bilities at home and abroad, Council 
specially pleaded for a place far larger 


N devaluation of the sanctity of Sunday. The 
extent to which Sunday desecration had 
been helped by the acquiescence of Church 
leaders in the devaluation of the sanctity 
of Sunday was, perhaps, not widely recog- 

: nised. Another matter of vital national 
importance which had occupied attention 
throughout the year was the extent and 
development of pool betting 
in the country. Turning to point 
the Council felt that their country was 
a hing a time when the question of 

it was difficult to convey in any written 
| i report the value and influence of the inter- 
/ i was being paid to the subject of modern 
| if paganism, and the call for united action to 
; | resist in this country and elsewhere the 
11 advance of godlessness in many forms. That | 
i | anism was seen not only in the world to allotted to the Alliance in the 
. sanctified giving of the people of God | 
everywhere. 
| 126 | 
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upon the contribution of the Word 


2 

E 


Now we are going, I hope fittingly, to cele- 
brate the four hundredth anniversary of the 
tting of the Bible in all our churches. I 
— t will be a worthy movement. After 
all, we have been talking of late of the 
Empire. 
of the Coronation was the recognition of all 
those free nations coming into the British 
Commonwealth. What is the strongest tie in 
the Commonwealth of Nations? The 
tie is the Bible in our Mother tongue. 
What is the strongest continuing factor in 
this history of ours, something that links 
up the first century of recorded history with 
the time in which we live? It is the con- 
tinuing Word of God. It is a greater binding 
force even than the Crown, That tie has 
been broken from one time to another ; it 
has been associated with disruption in the 
history of our nation; but the continuous 
binding force has been the Word of God. 


If we turn to what was said by Edmund 
Burke when he said that the State is a 
partnership not only between those who 
are living, but it is a nership between 
those who are living those who are dead 
and those who are yet to be born, that 
partnership has been made possible by the 

ition of the Bible and the people of God in 

ter centuries in our own land. 

Take, if you will, the position throughout 
the world. Civilisation depends very largely, 
I think, upon a brotherly, sympathetic 
speaking peoples of the world. But we 


are told that the English-speaking peoples 
of the world stand for a certain philosophy 


and a certain outlook in civilisation. Where 
did they learn that? They learned it from 
And it is a remarkable thing, is 

this tie 
speaking of the world is a Bible not 
ane lin of which was written Dy a Euro 
Not one part of that was 

written by a man of this continent. That 
I think, the international appeal of 
The Bible, written by those who 
lived in another continent than ours, that 
Bible, because it did not speak of one con- 
tinent or another, but speaks of the needs 
of the whole world, shall be that binding 
system. Let us as a people rejoice in that 


They have been — of late Abraham 


which does not recognise that they 
precious: and those things will only be 


our folly and dereliction they may not enter 


upon an adulteration of an inheritance. 


of God. 
I am that last year some testi- 
at of his life, gave to the people of 
ji New Testament in their 
d to see that Lord Acton 
made acknowledgment of the work done by 
P| Lord Acton says that by that very 
removed the controversy from the possession 
school and the church to the market place. 

I turn to the words in the Report which 
remind us that that possession was not 
something that happened to us. Every — 
liberty we have has been won. There is 
not a single civil or religious liberty we 
enjoy upon which we have happened or 

: stumbled in our history. Every one of 
7 them has been won. And if you want 
can find no signs of the great 
learning of two thousand year 
N vou dig in the sand to find it. 
him in association with Mr. Baldwin. It 
was a very great thing that Lincoln said in 
his speech at Gettysburg, when he spoke of 
certain things that should not perish from 
the earth. And precious things will perish . 
from the earth if there comes a generation 
preserved by a nation that knows them to 
be precious and will unite in an alliance— 
i which is only another name for a fellowship 
| —and associate not only our generation, but 
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Rt. Rev. Bishop TAYLOR SMITH, D.D. 
(Vice-President) 


I rise to second the resolution so ably There wes net only pravision 


— Chairman. 
isiti ganda a few years ago on 

there, I noticed one day on my way to the 
Palace, just outside the gate, a fire ing. 
It was altogether unnecessary in a place 
like Kampala, the capital of Uganda, and so 
I enquired, “ What does this mean? 
They told me that the fire was lighted when 
the King was crowned, and that it had been 
burning ever since. It was never allowed 
to go out. There were attendants who had 
to see to the fire burning every hour of the 
twenty-four. They had not to allow it to be 
choked with too much fuel, or to go out for 
lack of fuel; but there night and day, from 
the time that the King ascended the throne, 
that fire was burning. | 

Another fire was lighted a.short time ago. 
It was lighted in Westminster Abbey. You 
and I and others had something to do, I 
think, with the lighting of that fire. Yes, 
in the homes and hearts of the the 
fire of love and loyalty was lighted when our 
King was crowned, and it is a fire which we 
must never allow to go out. 

May I say how much the Empire and the 
world owe to that Coronation Day of 
Hall which I suppose most, if not all, of us 
here attended at one or more of the sessions ? 
I believe no arithmetic has ever been 
written, or can be written, to estimate the 
value of that Day of Prayer. I am having 
letters from all parts of the world concerning 
that Day of Prayer. It made a tremendous 
pression. 

And my mind goes 
that was lighted in the days of old, when 
God came down to dwell with His people. 
We read of it in the Book of Leviticus, the 
sixth chapter 


ubilee of the Church 


for its con- 
tinuance by night and by day, but also for 
its cleansing. They were told when and 
how to remove the ashes, for all fires require 
attention in that direction. Alas! too often 
the fires that I have referred to of love and 
loyalty er out because of neglect. There 
must be the removal of the ashes if there, is 
to be the bright, increasing flame. : 
And now there is another fire I want to 
draw your attention to this afternoon. 


the World's 
know how it came to be lighted. 
an answer to the prayer of our Lord, as we 
read in the seventeenth chapter of the 
Gospel of St. John, where He said, Neither 
pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on Me through their 
word; that they all may be one as Thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they 
also may be one in Us: that the world may 


believe that Thou hast sent Me. The 


back to another fire 
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Lord prayed and man obeyed, and the 
World's Evangelical Alliance was formed. 

I like to think that that fire was lighted 
from heaven. I rejoiced to know and to 
hear, especially this afternoon, how it has 
been giving light and heat ever since to all 
ml: have a been reminded 
what it stands for, but I would ask you to 
take home and read carefully those words 
at the top of your me, and talk to 
others concerning this subject, and show 
them that it will be a rare, a good prepara- 
tion for the festivities of next year. It has 
been very ably put concerning the objects 
of the Alliance: “It exists to enable 
Christians of British and Foreign Nations to 
realise in themselves, and to manifest to 
others, that living and essential union which 
unites all Believers in the fellowship of 
Christ. As a result of this union the 
Alliance is active in the ion of 
Christian Union and ation; the 
maintenance of Religious Liberty; the 
Relief of Persecuted Christians; the Uni- 


versal Week of Prayer; the maintenance of 


Evangelical Truth and Love; the further- 
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Ninety-one years ago there was a fire 
lighted, and it has been burning ever since 
crated and the altar was built and the r 
sacrifice placed, then there came -the fire l 
from heaven, and that fire which was lighted 5 
from above by God had to be maintained by * 
man; and Aaron had to see to it personally 
went out. 


> 


double our subscription 


a railway line on the coast: we cut way 
through the forest. I went from Lagos 
to Abeokuta in a log of a tree out, 


morning 

get it? Oh! he said, Lady Roberts 
Lady Roberts 
yers from various books and 


nning 
ad reached the far of the 
for those days old, when 
old gathered round the Word 
adi 


in 
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The Rev. J. CHALMERS LYON 
(Hom. Secretary) 


I very gladly rise in support of this 
admirable resolution. Let me take up the 
story where Bishop Taylor Smith left off. 


He invited us, two years ago or so, to 


s. Why could we 
not try to double our membership? II 
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: ance of Sunday Protection; and various of the deputation to Poland and Germany. 
enterprises of Home and Foreign Evan- In Germany, alas! how sadly the Lord's 
gelization, etc., etc.” people are feeling oS brought 
I could keep you a long time if I just took upon them. A friend mine has been 
one of those subjects and gave you even the 
little experience of my own life, ſor I can go His passport been taken away, so that 
back many years—yes, nearly fifty years. be cannot come to the Keswick Convention. 
I was reminding the Alake of Abeokuta Oh! the liberty that we enjoy: God grant 
this morning that forty-five years ago I His glory. 
| visited that city of Abeokuta in Nigeria. make the Alliance 
N There was no Nigeria then. There was not known? For I feel 
up the river. 
At that time in Lagos the Week of 
: Prayer was carefully, religiously held every or its prayer, or such a one as our Secretary, 
New Year. a n> who is so splendid in his organisation and 
11 of the brightest in the whole year, work? I do not know anyone who could 
when the Evangelical Christians from all organise such a 1 Day of Prayer 
denominations came together in one place as he has done. e have the machinery, 
; and with one accord sought the blessing of and we know there is plenty of petrol if we 
the Lord on their work. will apply to the Aer Let us 
do trust that our work this coming year see to it, my dear friends, that we will make 
will help to the restoration of family worship. this Alliance of ours better known than it is 
How well I remember coming from staying and increase our numbers and increase our 
a night with Lord Roberts. He had taken service. It is in the will of God; it is in 
prayers in the house, and as we came to accordance with the Word of God ; it is the 
London I said. What a beautiful prayer work of God: oh! let us do it, then, for His 
— 
remember two „5 think it is 
two years I pro that everyone 
should double his, or her, subscription. Of 
made a most beautiful, comprehensive, far- course you must practice what you preach, 

1 reaching fang and so I and I hope very 

N salem, she much that others did the same. I am not 

; ä earth. Oh going to suggest that you treble it, but I 

Be young and am going to draw attention to the fact of 

14 of God and how we can help on this good work by 

1 bodies and their work and their worship increasing our love and our prayers and our 

1 44 for the day. gifts; and may God's blessing rest on the 

Po Mr. Chalmers Lyon will probably tell you World's Evangelical Alliance. 

everyone of us were to try to get another 
member for this Alliance during the next 

year, it would be a very practical wa 
of helping forward the movement of whi | 
spoken so splendidly. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 


Mr. Gooch and Bishop Ta Smith have 
both asked me to refer to very happy 
visit that we all together 42 
I will take that to illus- 


a powder magazine. 


8 there are, I think, 21 distinct 
iti ies. Nine of them are adverse 
to the present Government, and twelve are 
supporting the t Government in a 
fashion. is terrible confusion. No- 
body quite knows what he is fighting for. 

obody can say that his sympathy is wholly 


illustration of national disunity. 


unity is not confined to Spain. I am not 


going to 
am going to point out one or two facts 
while we this subject, because it 


5 


S 


FSF 


13¹ 


the other into East Prussia, or 
t he has to go through what is a 


travel down the East side of 
ving Prussia, and you come to 
li on that side the Poles are 
against their potential 
ussians, from whom have 


it 


go down into the South-East of 


Then you 
Poland and you get the little piece of the 


vel up the Western side of 
you are up against Germany. I 
the Germans who live in what was once 
Germany and is now P 

the Poles. 


pray continually, and 
to realise that there is a unity in Him that 


* 


is coming to reign, and ſor 


——— — 


* 
— 


nne 


trate something of the nature of the World's f 
Evangelical Alli and of the valuable ; 
— 
re. Teschen is divided by the 
River Vistula. On one side of the river you 1 
are in Poland and on the other side in Czecho 
Slovakia; and that is a most unhappy 
state of things. A young man lives on one 
side of the bridge and his mother on the | 
with one side or the other side. What is other. Every time he goes to see her he 
needed in Spain is the spirit of compassion. has to pass men with fixed bayonets and to 
The thing will never be settled by simply and be reminded of the 
going on fighting; and for other nations to di 
come to help one side or the other is simply 
adding fuel to the flame. 
I take the situation in Spain as a tragic 
— — 
making à political speech, and I am not 
one part of Europe all the possibilities of 
disunion. While we were there can one 
say it, on a mission of healing -e met 
helps to bring home what the Chairman and Germans who were Polish subjects up in 7 
other speakers this afternoon have been the North. When we stayed in Vansberg, 
seeking to bring home to us the tremendous or Weicbork, to give it its Polish name, we 
need in the world to-day for just such an were able to stress the very words that our 
organisation 9 Chairman gave us, that he called the bravest 
people to st words ever written. They are some of 
the living H the — words ever written: There | 
Take can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be 
you ma neither bond nor free, there can be no male 
celes tri and ſemale — there is neither Pole nor | 
mind ? German, Russian nor Grecian. In Christ 
up to the Baltic Sea, forms at that end Jesus we can find hope and healing and 
Polish Corridor, which cuts Germany 
two. 
Corri 
Germ 
| 
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allow the translation either of that book or 


the chapters of it which were published as 
separate pamphlets in sixteen different 


ages. 

t does show the tremendous need there 
is for some literature of the kind. I do not 
want to ask you in any way to reduce your 
subscription to the Alliance, or to your own 
Missionary Societies, but if we do not 
our people with some teaching to show them 
the tremendous distinction there is between 


The Rev. GERALD BONWICK 
(Secretary of the Christian Literature Society for Korea) 


The great majority here are members of 
the Alliance, su ers of its work, givers- 
out. I have the privilege of representing 
the receivers of the benefits of your work. 
I represent a great number in many fields 
who rejoice in the good work that you are 
doing. And it is a very great pleasure to 
represent upon this platform a little country, 
a little nation where a great work has been 

It is quite possible that many of you know 
but little of Korea, where it is, or what has 
been accomplished there. _In the few 
minutes that have been allotted to me I 
will try to pass on to you a little information, 
at any rate. It is only fifty-two years 
since two young couples unexpectedly 
landed at the same time from the same 
vessel on the shores of Korea. They were 
sent out by “the Presbyterian and the 
Methodist Churches of the United States to 
open up Protestant work in a newly-opened 
country which for centuries had been known 
as The Land of the Morning Calm; ves, 
but also as The Hermit Kingdom, shut 
away for long of years from any 
contact with ot nations, and now sud- 
denly called upon to a new opportunity of 
knowing the teaching, the life, the doctrine, 
the character of other lands, other nations, 
other thoughts and peoples. 

Of course other workers very soon followed 
those early pi The work for some 
number of years was slow, but fortunately 
the converts that were won were very care- 
fully nurtured in Bible study and in methods 


of Christian service, so fhat when in 1906 
and 1907 that great, perhaps unexpected, 
revival broke out thr 


ough the whole country 
of Korea, and tens of thousands of new 
converts were brought into the Kingdom of 
God, these little bands of well-trained con- 
verts were found ready to meet the need and 
to gather together the large crowds of new 
believers and to form them into a strong and 
faithful Christian Church. 

Korea is a small country: It lies at the 
cross-roads of four Empires: great Russia 
on the North ; Manchuria, newly constituted 
as a separate Empire under the super- 
vision of Japan, lying to the North-West ; 
below it is China, with her mighty millions ; 
and then on the further side is Japan herself. 
So Korea is surrounded, she herself very 
much isolated, and yet producing within 
herself more and more every year that 
faithful consecration to God which will 


spread out from her as a centre unto those 


other nations, great im proportion, that lie 
round about her. 


The area of Korea is much about the same 
as that of Great Britain. Her population 
is about half ine number that we have here. 
Among the 23,000,000 of people in Korea 
there has been now gathered out a com- 


, munity of 400,000 Protestant Christians. 


(We are taking no account of the Roman 
as well.) They are into two great 


222 

— e the teaching of the New Testament and that 
of the Roman Church, we are heading for 
disaster. The Roman Church is sending 
these men and women out there; so much 
so that our British Government is worried 
about it, and I had a letter asking me to 
keep ao and report any develop- 
ments. ill you help us in this work of 
translation and publication? You will be 
doing a good work, and I shall be well 

repaid for coming here this afternoon. 
bring forth very soon—which is already 
showing signs of bringing forth—the won- 
derful fruits of righteousness which will be 
— — 
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United Christian Front” 
Strange Appeal by Archbishop Hinsley 


The Times for July 26th published a long 
letter from Dr. Arthur Hinsley, the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, making 

appeal to all Christians to unite for “ not 


an | 
only friendly relationship but mutual help 
in 


fending the civilisation which is founded 

on the truths enunciated in the Nicaean 
creed. Let us be frank,” said Dr. 
Hinsley ; there have been in the past 
and faults of manner on 


misunderstandings 
both sides, and of temper or a lack of 


charity in controversy.” 

Dr. r letter leads to a number of 
reflections. It is very desirable, of course, 
oS of different ways of think 

exercise mutual forbearance, 

that such should get together in 
co-operation for the good wherever 
possible. To say that, is more than 
to utter a platitude. Platitudes, however, 
can be positively harmful if they tend to 
conceal essential facts. Dr. Hinsley's appeal, 
it must be said with regret, does tend to 
conceal essential facts. 

One of these essential facts is this: The 
Roman Catholic Church's whole spirit and 
activity express rigid exclusiveness and 
desire for her own dominance and the 
repression of other beliefs. In the very 
nature of things she cannot but have that 
aim : for she maintains, as her fundamental 
principle, that she and she alone is the sole 


authorised teacher of divine truth, and that 


enemies of truth. ‘“‘ The Roman Catechism, 
in expounding the ninth article of the Creed, 
urges priests to explain the nature and 
authority of the Catholic Church to their 
flocks with special frequency and earnest- 
ness, because of the supreme 1 
which belongs to this point of istian 
heresy involves a rejection 
of the Church’s authority; and, on the 
other hand, it is impossible to the 
at the same time to be a heretic. (Addis 
and Arnold, Catholic Dictionary, p. 175). 


absolution from which, except in the article 
of death, can be given only by the Pope, 
the of imparting it is com- 
municated to bi under certain restric- 
ial faculties (the 
ve to be given afresh 
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Formal heresy is a most grievous sin, for 
it involves rebellion against God, who 
requires us to submit our understandings 
to the doctrine of His Church. This guilt, 
if externally manifested, is visited by the 
ev ve years by the Pope to bishops to 
anaes their episcopal jurisdiction], and to 
iésts, in missionary countries, such as 
England. Ecclesiastics who fall x pte heresy 
are liable to gor riage ity, perpetual iva- 
tion of their ofhces and benefices, and to 
deposition and degradation. The sons of 
an heretical mother, the sons and grandsons 
of an heretical father, need a dispensation 
from the Holy See for entering the clerical 
state. (Same work, pp. 407-8). 

This rigidity has characterised the Roman 
Church for centuries past. One of her 
maxims is that outside the Roman Catholic 
Church there is no salvation: Extra 
ecclesiam nulla To the late 
Bishop John Vaughan (Is Salvation 
outside the Church Catholic Truth Society, 
1902, p. 3): “ If she (the Roman Church) 
teaches that out of the Church of God there 

2 „ §is no salvation, it is simply and solely 
all bodies which differ from her are heretical because such is the clear and most explicit 
declaration of the Infinite God Himself 
and, by “ the Church of God, the Roman 
Catholic Church means herself alone. It 
is strictly true to say that there is no ter 
misfortune than to be living outside { the 
pale of — and Roman Church— 
whether it be through a man’s own 
fault or not. A man who Ante 
remains outside the pale of the said Catholic 
Church through his own fault (such as | 
through pride or wilful ignorance, or through 
fear of loss of goods or of friends, or gross 
| neglect or indifference), will most certainly 
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be lost should he continue in this state to 


the end (Bishop Vaughan, p. 14). The 
excuse, is “ invincible 
“ Inability to 


what is, in itself, a far worse crime, viz., 
the crime of heresy, wer 
principle" (Va 

These princi 


— of the Council of Toulouse, framed 


freedom of thought. It was a system which 
penetrated into the most intimate sanctuary 
of domestic life, and made delation ve. 
the betrayal of one person by another] not 
merely a merit and a duty, but an obligation 
also, enforced by tremendous penalties "’ 
(Milman, Latin Christianity, v., 465-6). 

It cannot be argued that any of the fore- 
going are merely bygone t , disowned 
oe by the Roman rch. All 
t iples are still maintained 
by her. inh So of Modern Errors 
published in 1864, Pope Pius IX. condemned 


as erroneous these Every 
man is free to — and proſess the 
— religion he shall believe true, guided by the 
light of reason Men may in any religion 
find the way of eternal salvation and obtain 
eternal salvation '’; he eterna! salvation 
n for of all those who 


Pope, Pius XI., 


attitude of the Roman Church-—its rigid 

exclusivenesa and intolerance—-is matter of 

definite principle and formal wa 

the New Code of Canon Law, publi = 

the Vatican so recently as in 1917, canon 

2314, $3 reads: “If anyone shall join or 
ve open adherence to a non-Catholic sect, 
the very deed he is inſamous. 

On the 6th of January, 1928, the present 
issued his E lical 
Mortalium Animos, On True Religi 
Unity. It was an uncompromising con 
demnation of all igi negotiations 
between Roman Catholics and other Chris- 
tians, and a vehement exhortation to the 
latter to make full submission to the 
Papacy. “ These christians who strive 
for the union of the Churches would appear 
to pursue the noblest of ideals in promoting 
charity amongst all Christians. But how 

charity tend to the detriment of 
faith? Thus, Venerable Brethren, it is 
clear why this Apostolic See never bas 
allowed its 
assemblies of non-Catholics. is but 
one way in which the unity of Christians 
may be fostered, and that is by furthering 
the return to the one true Church of Christ 
of those who are separate from it . Who- 
soever is not united with the body is no 
member thereof, neither is he in com- 
munion with Christ its head.” 


In view of the , how can Arch- 
— Hinsley speak of awing 
in practical sympathy, or or t 


waited Chriation treat 
the Roman Church are true, such a front 
must be, if possible at all, 
crime. It must be mingling heresy with 
Catholic truth ; it must encourage numerous 
people to remain in their heretical sects, by 
causing them to think Rome is more 
friendly thereto; and it must therefore 
idk te tr tok 
return to the one true Church. 

It is im ible to have it both ways. If 
the Roman principles are true, no “ common 
front is possible or even desirable; but, 
on the contrary, must be a deplorable 

ing to ape The Roman Church 


» cannot for the support of 
unless she rescinds 
her exclusive maxims. 

1 


a monstrous — 


“ 
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excuse them (Vaughan, p. 12). As to 
heresy itself, it is worse than murder: “ If 
instead of the crime of murder we substitute 
pity _ the _ Church had eminent : 
after the successful termination of the war 5 
the crusade against the Albigensians in the ; 
thirteenth century], in order absolutely to : 
extirpate every lingering vestige of heresy, t 
form the code of persecution, which not g 
merely aimed at suppressing all public 
| 
| 
NCH It iS DC 5 Dea as 
in the Church Catholſc; “ The Church has 
not the power of availing herself of force or 
any direct or indirect tem power; 
ln the present day it is eee necessary 
that the Catholic — var be held as 
the only religion of the State, to the exclusion : 
of all other modes of worship. 
How can Archbishop Hinsley refer to all 
this as misunderstandings and faults of 
manner ? It is nothing of the kind. The : 
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Continental Evangelical Life and Work 


Will Editors of Christian papers, etc., in European countries, please send us regularly 
their issues in exchange for EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM ? 


We shall be grateful also if Continental readers will send us information, in Letters or 


Newspapers, containing information of interest concerning Protestant and 


movements on the Continent. (Ev.) 


Bible in The British and Foreign Bible 
Spain Society has received from its 
Western European Agency 
(Secretary, the Rev. W. H. r 
of the Barcelona Book Fair, which was held 
as usual this 
civil war. Arrangements, says Mr. 
Rainey, were rather different this year. 
In the central ‘plaza’ there was an 


exhibition of books published by various 
_ firms, but no selling was allowed. Each 


firm, however, was allowed to sell at a stall 
erected in the street in front of its premises. 
The depot where our stock is kept is in a 
good position, although very small, and 

attracted much attention. During the three 
days the fair was open the sales were 180 
Bibles, 59 Testaments, and 182 portions, a 
total of 421 books. I think you will agree 
with me that under present conditions these 
results are wonderful. A presentation Bible 
was accepted by the Minister of Propaganda, 
and one of the colporteurs, selling in the 
town during the fair, sold over 40 complete 
Bibles. Everybody feels much encouraged 
by this success. The adds that 
during the month of A a oe 
Bible-sales by the Society’ 8 14 in 
Spain came * 44 Bibles, 38 


and 1,801 portions. 


The The kingdom of 888 
Yugoslavian tinues to be in astate of agitation 
Concordat over the 
with the Vatican. That Con- 

cordat is indeed a remarkable document. 
Even the ——— Church Times 
(July 2nd) feels com to say that “ it 
takes us back to the — Ages. One of 
its provisions is that, yy civil Court 
passes a sentence on a Roman Catholic 
clergyman, such sentence can be demanded 


to be revised if the Roman Catholic Church 


calls for such revision. Another provision 
is that the State shall enforce the Papal 


notwithstanding the 


posed Concordat | 
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Ne Temere laws of « mixed marriages.” 
Other clauses ive still further 
exorbitant Roman Catholic 
Church: although that body is a minority 


in 1 According to the Church 


Tignes, the proposed Concordat was nego- 
tiated secrétly with the Yugoslav dictator- 
ship by Cardinal Pacelli, the — 


of State, himself, as far back as May, 1 


and had been kept a secret until it was 
communicated to the Yugoslav Parliament 
this Spring, with a view to its receiving the 
necessary ratification. No wonder it has 
aroused intense opposition. The whole 
2 shows the insatiable craving of the 
oman Church for privi . The extreme 
carte. of the position produced by the 
1 ed Concordat is shown by the out- 
of riots in the Yugoslavian capital. 
Menaced by the threat of the Roman Catholic 
Church (a minority community) being 
in a dominant position, the Orthodox 


us the ambitions of the Papacy bring 
war to Yugoslavia as they contribute to keep 
up war in Spain. It is an old story, and 
contains a warning to all countries. 


Death of an We regret to have to record 
Italian the death, in his sixty-seventh 
Convert year, of the Rev. Gi 

Cervi, of Milan, Italy. He 

was born at Reggio Emilia, June 12th, 1871. 

his mother and father both being Roman 

Catholics, though the father was inclined to 

anti-clericalism ; a common fact at 

that time amongst the men of Italy, especi- 
ally in the district where the Cervis lived. 

In 1882, at the age of eleven, Giuseppe came 

under the influence of a Methodist evangelist, 

and was converted to the Protestant faith. 

He felt a call to the mini , which he 

entered in 1899. Thereafter he did fine 

- 


has risen in revolt. They have been met by | 
armed terrorism of the police, and religious 
have been assailed by force. 
— 
= 
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religious work, and his devotion continued 

to the end, as also did his energy until, 
3 he was visited 
by a painful illness. 


Norway It is int to note recent 
statistics of the position of 

the Roman Catholic Church in Norway. As 
is well known, the Scandinavian countries 
were those in which the Reformation was 
most complete, Roman Catholicism almost 
disappearing. Ever since, however, the 
Papacy has been un in efforts to 
ition. The Catholic 
pa ablet, in its June Sth issue, says : 


—— 


number only 2,800, but they begin to 
exercise a certain cultural influence on their 


surroundings. This influence seems to be 
mainly literary. The President of the 
Norwegian Writers’ Association, Mrs. Sigrid 
Undset, is a well-known Roman Catholic, as 
is another lar author, Mr. Lars Eske- 
land. A jest, Father Haakon 
Bergwitz, has published a book, Sie suchen 
die alten Pfade (Seeking the Higher Way), 
advocating conversion to the Roman faith. 
There is also a-widely circulated Catholic 
3 St. Olaf, which is said to be 
3 by Protestants. In 1936 a 
Roman Catholic journalists, 
rr Mangers, Bishop of 
Oslo, was held. In Oslo the Franciscan 
Order is erecting a large new church. There 
are many nuns, and numerous Roman 
Catholic in Norway. 
istic comment is: The symptoms 
are slight, but they mav be revealing the 
way the wind blows.” 


E A newspaper report says that 

a movement has sprung up in 

Greece with the object of a 
return to the old Greek gods of Homer. The 
advocate of this is a man named Astiriotes. 
He says (so alleges the report) that Zeus, 
Athené, Aphrodite, and the other old deities, 
soon will be again worshipped by the Greeks. 
It is said that Astiriotes has found numerous 


followers in circles influenced by extreme has ever inpsired. 
_“nationalism,”” and there is quite a craze. of Christian 
for reviving 


the ancient rites. At 
first sight, of course, this will seem 
ridiculous ;. but it seems less so in view of 
the growth of pagan cults in Germany. If 


The 


it is true, it is one of the signs of the spread of 
a degenerate spirit: one of the greatest 
perils of our time. 


Hitler’s War Under this heading we draw 
on attention to the fact that Dr. 
Christianity Martin Niemoller, leader of 
the German Confessional 

Churches, is under arrest in Germany, and 
is now in prison awaiting trial. It seems 
impossible to believe that any Christian 
minister in England could, under the cir- 
cumstances, write a letter to The Times 
ing Dr. Niemoller as a fanatic; but 

this has ha , and we know that the 
Editor of The Times received strong protest 
at so cruel a proceeding. We quote from 
a contemporary a comment on the arrest of 
Dr. Niemoller which, we feel sure, will be 
assented to by our readers at home and 
abroad: Dr. Niemoller s arrest was the 


culmination of a determined drive by 


Herr Kerri, the Minister in charge of 
ecclesiastical affairs, against the Confessional 

ors who have fought so gallantly for 
hristian liberty and against the corruption 
of Christianity itself by the new State 
religion of Germany. Some 60 or 70 pastors 
are in prison or in concentration camps 
and Herr Kerrl has struck at the Church also 
by a decree which gives the State full 
control of all ecclesiastical taxes and State 
allowances. Dr. Niemoller's offence was 
that of ing, in defiance of another of 
the Ministers edicts, in out in 


church the names of members who had 


seceded from the Confessional movement. 
This, then, is the way in which Hitler has 
fulfilled his fair promises of F , when 
he announced that a General S should 
be elected by a free vote in order to draft 
a new Church. constitution. Nothing has 
been heard since of the Synod. Instead, 
Hitler and his subordinates have started 
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this new war against 8 men who are 
keeping Protestant ianity alive in the 
country of Luther. To the world outside 
Germany it must seem the most reckless 
* that the Nazi fury 
It will alienate millions 
in all lands, and it will 
y itself a band of men 
and women of martyr re ee 
themselves pledged to igh azi-ism to the 
death. There is no si grain of evidence 
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that the Confessional y is disloyal to 
Germany or even to Hitler himself. Dr. 
Niemoller was himself a hero of the sub- 


marine service in the war. Yet Hitler is. 


bly acting upon a true instinct when 
treats the Confessional pastors as a 
danger to Nazi-ism. These events in Ger- 
many are an impressive proof of the fact 
that the spirit of Christianity is for ever 
incompatible with the worship of the 
omnipotent State. The prayers of Evan- 
gelical Christendom will not be lacking for 
the noble few who have refused to bow the 
knee to the new idol; neither, we trust, 
will material help be lacking, if needed. 
The Churches of the world ought to stand 
unitedly behind the Confessional pastors and 
people in their hour of trial.” 


Persecution A 
in italy temporary the British Weekly 
su some vivid details of 
_ what is happening to Protestant Italy, and 
here again the prayers of Evangelical Chris- 
tendom are invoked on behalf of those in 
Italy who cannot help themselves. The 
writer says : ‘‘ So much attention has been 
paid to the religious situation in Germany, 
that that in Italy has passed almost un- 
noticed. Nevertheless, so far as liberty of 
worship is concerned, matters there are even 
more threatening for Evangelicals than in 
Germany. Under the law promulgated in 
1929, the following religious organisations 
were recognised by the State and allowed to 
conduct their worship in their own way : 
first, the Roman Catholic Church, with 
special privileges as the National Church, 


t of our con- 


Having settled with the 
attention was next given to those 
tions recognised by the State, and whose 
guaranteed by law. In passing 
it may be said that in Italy to-day there is 
no law as we understand the term. The 
country is really governed by Fascist 


regulations, which are issued in accordance 


with the exigencies of the moment. 


These 
regulations may or may not be in conformity 
with the official law, but in any case are 
t into force as interpreted by the local 
‘ascist authorities. The latter are not 
infrequently much under the influence of 
the priests. It thus comes about that, in 


spite of the law, all Evangelical work in Italy 


then, in addition, the Waldensian Church, 


the Methodist Episcopal and Baptist Chur- 
ches, the Friends, the Seventh Day Adven- 
tists, Plymouth Brethren, the Salvation 
Army and the Spezzia Mission. No other 
denominations whatever are allowed in the 
country, a circumstance which has borne 
very hardly on many independent works. 
it is a matter of common rumour in Italy 
that the Vatican helped to finance the 
Abyssinian war. In return it seems to 
have demanded that the civil authorities 
should apply the screw to all Protestant 
denominations. The first result was the 
disa of many independent Missions 
and Churches, which were merely extin- 
guished in conformity with the law. Of 


stands in j at the t time. 
One case came to the notice of the 
writer was that of a or who had been 
unable to minister to flock for a whole 
year, as his permit was not forthcoming 

Another pastor wes. known, whe hed been 
kept waiting six months, as also a-colporteur, 
who, at the end of six months, was 
apparently as far off as ever from gn 
the permit necessary to allow him to 
his Bibles. No open-air meetings. whatever 
are allowed and meetings in private houses, 
although not absolutely banned, are only 
allowed by permission of the authorities, 
which is seldom fort ing. The term 
meetings is also much more strictly inter- 
preted that it is in this country. A meeting 
is considered to have taken place if anyone 
is present other than the householder’s — 
immediate family. Thus it comes about 
that if a pastor visits a family and has 


arrest he renders himself 
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ble 


to arrest for ens the 
law. 


late particular attention has been paid to 

one independent work with only a very loose 

organisation, but estimated to number some 

ne 0 000 adherents. This has been 4 par- 
ticularly aggressive and successful Evan- 

gelistic movement, and one which was 

spreading rapidly. A few weeks ago no 

less than 1,000 of them were placed under 

what may be termed house arrest, that 

is to say, they are not allowed to leave their 

village or town, and are obliged to report 

themselves daily to the police. Neverthe- 

less these persecuted people still manage to 

maintain their meetings in secret places, 
such as caves and other secluded spots. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
Waldensian lde animus of the Vatican is, 


Difficulties however, directed 

against three organisations— 
the Waldensian Church, and its 
missions; the British and F ible 
Society; and the Salvation Army. It is said 
that these three are Fb for 


extermination. The Salvation Army had 


received orders to cease its activities, but 
has been saved the intervention of 
the Governments several Protestant 
powers, but is confined to social work, whilst 
our own Government has been obliged to 
intervene to prevent the wrecking of the 
Bible Society's work. It can readily be 
understood, * that the Waldensian 
Church is now encountering greater diffi- 
_ culties than at any time since the 
tion of the Waldenses in 1848. Especially 
at the time of the sanctions did it seem as if 
some drastic action would be taken by the 
Italian Government. This threat has, 
happily, now receded, but the whole Church 
continues to live under severe tension. Both 
then and still continuing is a great Press 
campaign against Ev and all their 
works. Nevertheless it must be recorded 
that this campaign appears to have failed 
of its Relations between Wal- 
denses and Roman Catholics are excellent in 
the Waldensian valleys, whilst the Protestant 
foreigner is greeted in all parts of Italy with 
the utmost friendliness. A straw which 
shows which way the wind blows is the 
ing over of most of the Waldensian 
by the civil authorities. The build- 
are, of course, the y of the 
Waldensian Church, and the authorities pay 
rent for their use. The priest now, however, 
has the power to enter and give re 
instruction d — . The Wal- 
densian children are not forced to attend his 
classes, but the Waldensian pastor is denied 
entrance, and religious instruction may be 
given to Protestant children only after 
school hours. Difficulties are also met with 
when pastors need to have their permits 
renewed. It should be stated that every 
preacher not belonging to the Roman 
Catholic Church must obtain a permit from 
the Government before he is allowed to 
officiate, and this permit must be renewed 
annually. Great delays often occur whilst 
this is being effected. 


A Brighter But there is a bright side to 
Aspect the matter, too. Services and 
meetings can still be held in 

the church buildings, and congregations are 
being revived as they find themselves 


thrown more upon God. Roman Catholics 


continue to attend the services in numbers. 


The Bible is in ever greater demand amongst 
the It has been said by an experi- 
enced that never before has there 


been such a hunger for the Word of God 
amongst the Italian people as at the present 
time. Evidence of this is to be seen even 


in the Roman Catholic churches, which are 


crowded with seeking the Bread of 
Life. This they fail to obtain, and so it is 


that numbers ate frequenting Waldensian — . 


churches because they say they hear there 
what they never hear in their own churches, 
and as a result many are being brought out 
of darkness into the true l acht. 
is the time when every society working in 
Italy needs support more than ever, and 
when greater spiritual returns may be 
expected than ever before.” 


Religious After the declaration of the 
Liberty in Portuguese Republic in 1910, 
Portugal § secular policy was adopted in 
regard to public teaching in 
State schools and religious instruction was 
not given in them. The Constitution of 
1933 and the subsequent amendment, known 
as the Guardiola amendment, provides that 
“ Teaching given by the State aims at 
—— formation of character based on 
8 of Christian doctrine and 
hich are traditional in the country 


Portuguese Evangelicals welcome this pro- 


vision in so far as it implies that it is legiti- 
mate to refer back to the New Testament 
as the foundation of all Christian tradition 
and morals. Early this year (1937), how- 
ever, a decree was based on these 
, making the teach- 
ing of the Roman Catholic catechism com- 
. in State schools. The Portuguese 

vangelical Alliance has made a protest 
to the Government in the name of non- 


which is given herewith. A grave view of 
the situation is taken by Ev icals in 
Lisbon, and they ask for the 
interest, prayer and sympathy of Christian 


/ 


Now, then. 
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Reunion Notes 


“In things essential, unity ; in things non- 
essential, liberty; in all things, charity.” 


Report of the There is a significance attach- 
Commission ing to the recently issued 
on Palestine report of the Commission on 

Palestine which is best 
understood by those who realise that the 
alestine is the land of the Bible. On these 


, but while 
world affairs drift on, and are discussc< 


. It is. important that while 
around us everywhere is the growth of 
Anti-Semitism, and the Jews are being 
8 as never before, there is this 
eport of the Commission on Palestine 
which, for the first time since the first days 
of their Captivity, a period of over 2,500 
V the Jews are once again to possess at 
a portion of their land. According to 

of the Scriptures much has 
before they possess it entire, but 
it seem from current events as if we 
may be on the eve of great events, and 
sooner than may be thought, international 

poss will signalise the fulfilment of God's 
and promises. The recent Conference 

in Vienna on the Christian A to the 
Jew, in which the Bishop in Jerusalem took 


part, summoned the Christian Church in 


every land to declare what is the Christian 
attitude on questions of race, and in par- 
ticular what is the Christian attitude to the 
Jew. den t at the Conſerence 
has remarked : the view of many 
that none but Me. Bay and ancient cranks 
at that, are interested in Missions to Jews. 
A remarkable feature of the Vienna Con- 
ference was the number of young men and 


women present, devoting their lives to the 
Christian A to the Jew. Many 
believe, with some show of reason, that at a 
time when the Jew is ted, and that by 
some who themselves Christians, it is 
futile to Christ tohim. But evidence 
proved that in almost every Jewish field 
there is at t a readiness to investigate 
the claims of Jesus Christ, to hear about 
Him, and to read about Him. Even in 
Germany, where in a worldly sense there is 
nothing whatever to be gained by the Jew 
to-day through becoming a Christian, in 
two centres at least scores of baptisms are 
. place after the most careful testing 
with this situation the Conference 
registered deep regret that some of the most 
fruitful fields are wholly understaffed.”’ 


Baptist § Baptists had much to do with 
Manifesto the early history of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance, and we are 

thankful that to-day the denomination as a 
whole can be of as warmly attached 
to the principles and aims of the Alliance. 
They have their own Baptist World Alliance, 
two distinguished of which, Dr. 
Rushbrooke, and Dr. Truett (of U.S.A.) are 
at the present time making a visitation of 
European Baptist interests. By invitation 
of the President of the Baptist Union, Mr. 
H. F. Taylor, of Bristol, these representatives 
were given a send-off, at which Dr. Truett, 
speaking for the Baptists of America, 
presented the following arresting Manifesto, 
approved recently by the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, We the im- 
memorial position of Baptist that all true 
believers in Christ as their Saviour 
are saved, having been born again ; and this, 
without the intervention of preacher, priest, 
ordinance, sacrament, or church. Therefore, 
we profoundly rejoice in our spiritual union 


with all who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity 


and truth. - We hold them as brothers in the 
saving grace of Christ, and heirs with us of 


life and immortality. We love their fellow- 
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pry and their land, for it is the Promised 
d, hang the plans and purposes of God, 
ee! and present. Let none think that 
use of events, or the usurper, God will 
not fulfil to the letter all He has decreed and 
8 concerning His Chosen People. 
uch of the prophecies and promises con- 
experts, the mills of God are grinding 
slowly and out of the chaff will come the 


accompanied by the Vice-regal 
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ship, and maintain that the spiritual union 
of all believers is now and ever will be a 


rituals. It is deeper, higher, broader, and 
more stable than any 
We hold that all 


Christ as their Saviour are our 


brothers in the common salvation, whether 


they be in the Catholic communion, or in a 
Protestant communion, or in any other 
communion, or in no communion.’ There 
is a true ring of Evangelical Alliance 
throughout this statement. We wish the 
growing demand for less denominationalism 
throughout the Churches, Episcopal and 
Free alike. 


4 
A Government's We have been much grati- 
Call To Prayer fied to learn that the Gov- 
ernment of New South 
Wales issued a Call to Prayer on the eve of 


the Coronation. This they did when the 


Premier invited the Christian forces of the 
community to hold a United Intercessory 
Service in the Sydney Town Hall at that 
time. In making the necessary artange- 
ments the Archbishop of Sydney naturally 


took the lead, and he was responsible for all 


the preparations for the service. A memor- 
able occasion was fittingly observed by the 
crowds who filled the hall, and they were 
themselves a testimony to the world at large. 
The Form of Service was that 
prepared by the Bishop of Norwich for use 
in the Queen's Hall, London, on the same 
day, in similar circumstances. The Govern- 
ment not only took the initiative in planning 
the service, but the example of: attendance 
was nobly set. those present were 
His Excellency the and Lady 
Wakehurst, the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Lady Street, the Premier and Mrs. Stevens, 
as well as several other ministers of the 
Crown. The music was led by the city 
organ (played by Mr. Vern Barnett) and the 


orchestra and choir of the — 


Broadcasting Commission. The Archbish 

of Sydney, who presided, entered the hal 
and official 
party, and the tatives of the various 
denominations were to take After 
the National Anthem and the hymn, “ 0 
God of Bethel, the orchestra played 


—ͤ—ñ—«P — —— 


obtained se tely at 5/- each. The com- 
plete from Westminster Abbey 
is given, and the was accom 


by of ci B.C. line to the 
means of a B. C. 0 
studios of His Master 

had the privilege 
which are faultless throughout. Naturally, 
interest centres on those records in which the 
King takes the Oath and makes the enacted 
Declaration. His voice is very distinct. Of 
the others, special mention must be made of 
Parry's Anthem, “I was glad, which 
ushered in Their Majesties from the West 
Door of the Abbey. The “ Vivats”” of the 
King’s Scholars of Westminster School are 
introduced with thrilling effect. Glorious, 
too, is the great Handel Chorus, “ Zadok 
the Priest which, since its introduction at 
the Coronation of George II., has formed a 
part of the Ceremony. There are also the 
wonderful Fanfares, the R ition of the 
King by the assembled Peers, and, indeed, 
a whole pageant of stately sound. There 
are fourteen records of the Service (H.M.V., 


RGI to 14), and they are also to be obtained 


coupled for use with automatic record 
ch instruments. The King’s Message 
(R.G.15). this was being recorded, 
it was remarked how great was the similarity 
of His 1 voice to that of his father, 

y the King’s Command, 


“MV's” 


records are being handed to the Tandems: 
Welfare Society. ‘ 


The Moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
: blessed reality. This spiritual union does then read the introduction to the service, 
not d_on_ organisations, or forms, or 
M Conference. Further sessions of 
yer were guided by the Chairman of the 
Congregational Union and the President of 
the 1 after the choir has sung 
of St. George, accompanied 
by the orchestra and organ. 
The With the approval of H. M. 
Coronation the King the actual Coronation 
Service on Service in Westminster Abbey 
Gramophone has been recorded on 12-inch 
Records double-sided records; which, 
together with a record of the 
4 King's Message to the Empire, are available 
144 


but unfortunately affects all. In some it is 


143 


* 
~ 
— 


| 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 


recall to Christ rather than religion. There 
is a great difference between the two. 
— crucified Christ. If we desire a 
to Christ we must follow the exam 

of His disciples. They had seen Him 

to the cross, and were determined to place 
Him upon the Throne. That was their 
crime in the eyes of their opponents. 


were considered revolutionists, and 80 


they were, but the revolution they fought 
was a spiritual one. Their citi was 
in Heaven, but they realised that those who 
would obtain Heaven hereafter must serve 
God on earth. They remembered the 
angels’ proclamation, not only Glory to 
God, but also will among men on earth. 
In other they realised that a man 
cannot be Dives in this world and Lazarus 
mag piety Let us face facts. If there 
is to be a recall to religi must be 
. The example of the early Chris- 
tians must be followed. They had a com- 
mon Father in God and, therefore, had 
a common brotherhood among men. 
tianity was not a limited liability — 
but a community —in was 
Christianity unlimited. had seen that 
it was impossible to be a Christian with 
reservations. Who is on the world’s throne 


the Government of Y 


to-day od or Mammon? Can there be any 


doubt ? Let us com 
Armistice-day with Friday. Is not the 
sacrifice of the recent war much more 
observed than the Sacrifice on Calvary ? Who 
could compare the manner in which the 
recent Coronation of King was cele- 
brated with the almost indifference displayed 
on the Ascension Day of the King of Kings, 
the Coronation Day of Easter, the great 
triumph of the Son of God over sin and 
death? Further, look at the Cenotaph ; the 
great national war memorial is so designed 
to have no connection with our Saviour. 
There is no more room for Him there than 
there was room for Him at Bethlehem. Yet 
people on passing this pagan monument 
often raise their hats who would treat an 
altar in God's house with little or no 
reverence. After making the statement 
ed above, Lord Mamhead continues : 

y I believe the world stands 
to-day on the precipice of its fate. It will 
have to decide whom it will serve—God or 
Mammon. Are we not inclined to imagine 
we can sow the seeds of Hell jn this life and 


the observance of 


all kinds of pri 


Action in a setti 
on the subject to The Times the Bishop 
Lincoln remarks : The people and, I hope, 
ugoslavia are our very 
good friends. The Church of Old Serbia is 
one of the independent national Churches 
of the Orthodox Communion, It is bound 


to the i t and national Church of 
this country close ties of brotherly 
intercourse ; ps | whatever individual views 


about Orthodox doctrine may be, there are 
very few Englishmen who, with their 
inherited love of liberty, are not wholly 
with it in the great principle of national 
freedom from interference from 
abroad for which we both stand. I cannot 
but think that the English public, amid the 
distractions of other events, political and 
religious, in these last few weeks have failed 
to ise the seriousness of the situation 
created for our Serb Orthodox friends by 
the proposed Concordat between Yugoslavia 
and Rome. The Orthodox Church numbers 
6,500,000. The Roman Catholic Church in 
Croatia, Slovenia, and on the Dalmatian 
coast—numbers something over 5,000,000. 
In spite of this the pr Concordat gives 
ivi to the latter which are 
denied to the former. As in medieval times 
in England, it provides for something like 
benefit of clergy.’ It commits the State 
to enforcing the Roman Catholic rule that 


yet the fruits of a heavenly harvest in 
lose heart.. Let us be inspired by the early 
Christians’ example. We have too long 
shut Christ up in our own churches and shut 
Him out of our homes ; but open the doors 
of our churches, our homes, our business 
houses, our places of amusement, our Poor- 
institutions, our and make 
them more worthy of Him Who taught us 
to see Him in the naked and hungry, in the 
homeless and the friendless and in the 
prisoners, and to remember that service to 
the ‘down and out was service to Him. 
| The Churches The religious situation in 
of Yugoslavia is one which all 
Yugoslavia non Roman communions 
must view with concern, and 
although the issues are not as between 
| Romanism and Protestantism we draw 
attention to the facts as evidence of Catholic 
146 


If a parish goes over to Orthodoxy, all its 
_ possessions remain with the Roman Church ; 


authorities for getting the best conditions 
" for their own Church. We can 


29 he was Headmaster 
College, only one year later Head 
master Harrow. Later, after thirteen 


ment he went to live at Sevenoaks. He 
was a passionate believer in liberty of 
conscience, and withal a great Christian. 
It may not be generally known that Dr. 
Welldon once expressed the hope the! he 
would meet in heaven a murderer whom he 


kissed in the condemned cell. He explained 
to a congregation in Durham Cathedral how 


to within a few days of his passing he was in 

with the General 
anxious that the Alliance should seek to 
make its influence still more widely felt in 
directions which, however, involved the 
vexed question of Interconimunion. The 
following Resolution was recorded on the 
Minutes of the Council which met in July : 
“The Council received with deep regret 


given rise to some interesting 


even more difficult now than it was ten years 
ago when the first World Conference on 
Faith and Order was held at Lausanne. 
There is, he adds a new suspicion of 
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all children of mixed marriages must be news of the death of Bishop Welldon, a é 
brought up Roman, apparently even if the Vice-President of the Alliance. Reference ‘ 
Roman parent were to become Orthodox. was made to the warm interest taken by : 
and of his recent correspondence, including : 
* nO Provision if 
case of an Orthodox parish becoming serious operation, expressing the hope 
Roman. The door is freely opened, not of further correspondence at « later date 
only to Roman Catholic — but Mention was by members present of 
also to the introduction support of the high attainments of Bishop Welldon, 
religious orders from abroad. In the appoint- and especially to his hearty leaning towards 
ment ot Wmen Cathelic Blchove by the all that was truly Evangelical, and of his 
Holy See the Government is given only 30 devotion to the Bible as the Word of God. 
days in which to formulate 5 — to a Bishop Welldon was born in 1854. He was 
nominee; in the case of the Orthodox 2 Colleger at Eton, and a Scholar of Kizg s 
Church there is no similar limit of time. So , Cambridge. At the earl of 
also there are especial privileges in education, 
in the Army, and in other matters. No 
or preferential treatment for itself. The years, he 3 the post of Bishop of 
Constitution 8 for equality for all Calcutta and Metropolitan of India. Later, i 
conſessions. is is all that the Serb returning to England, he became successively 1 
Church either expects or demands. Will Canon of Westminster and Dean of Man- 
English people ask themselves what they chester, and later, Durham. On his retire- ' 
would say if, in the event of the Roman 
Catholic Church in England increasing in | 
numbers, but still remaining a minority 
Church, a British Government were to  &§ 
grant them, under the conditions of dic- | 
tatorship rule, preferential terms such as | 
are now likely to be granted in Yugoslavia ? | 
No one can blame the Roman Catholic 
he been asked to see the condemned man, ) 
who was to be executed in two or three days. | 
appreciate vy Governments he man wanted to be confirmed and the 
di ties over the problems of Croatia and Bishop fulfilled his wish. He knew he was 
Slovenia. But that a solution should be guilty, said the Bishop, and he did not 
found at the expense of fair treatment for ask to be spared, but he said he felt happy 
the ancient Church of the Serb people is after vane nee. We had a little 
incredible, and this is surely a moment for talk together, and then he put his face to 
English opinion to make itself felt. mine and I kissed him. I believe he turned, 
as the dying thief turned, to his Saviour, 
In Memoriam— In the death of Bishop and I hope I Shall meet him in heaven. 
Bishop Welldon Welldon the World's Evan- 
gelical Alliance has lost a Christian The Conference of Christian 
beloved and revered Vice-President. Even Unity Churches in Edinburgh has 
and Christian Unity,” by the Rev. Professor 
D. M. Baillie. “ The cause of Christian 
unity,” he says, “ appears in some ways 
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the tendency to shake hands over our 4 


ecclesiastical differences, and in some 

ters a new and quite self-conscious em 

on the thi which keep the Churches 
apart.” y, it is true, the rise of 
neo- has to some extent brought 
Catholics and Protestants ; but, 
even there, the attacks the “ new 
heathens have driven the Churches back 


; on their Confessions of Faith, and there has 


come realisation of how those Con- 
fessions differ. Professor ine suggests 
that “ the non-rational element of tradition 


plays a far greater part in determining our 
religious allegiances 


and opinions than any 
one of us ever realises—except when we are 
detachedly studying — This 
leads to “a narrow intransigent spirit 


which makes us sure that we and our own 


Church are entirely in the right against 
every other Church. Dr. Baillie’s articles 
merit careful study as a corrective of such 
intolerant tendencies. 


“Catholic A leafiet the whole 
Action” system of the new movement 
called Catholic Action has 

just been issued by the Board of Catholic 
2 in the Roman Catholic archdiocese 
a Archbishop. of which Dr. Richard Downey 
Arch The document adopts the 
Papal as 
* * participation of the laity in the 
apostolic mission of the hierarchy,” and 
explains that lay activities must be “ i- 
ally organised | and directed for the work 
of the Church.” The leaflet then goes on to 
discuss in detail how the objects in view can 
be achieved ; and it gives answers to these 


questions :—“ Why is Catholic Action 
necessary? - Ils Catholic Action an obli- 
gation ? — How are Catholics to take 


“Is Catholic 


Action ‘a political movement? and: 


How does Catholic Action differ from 


religious associations and 
already existing in the Church 
these questions may seem 41 domestic 
interest to Roman Catholics; but on a 


nearer view. it is not certain such is the case. 


If Catholic Action is obligatory on Roman 
Catholics, and if it is to endeavour to 
influence public affairs wherever the authori- 
ties of that Church consider a moral” 
problem arises (that is, in practice, when- 


— 4 — 


Most of - 


zine (The Pope in Politics, by 
Teeling), a suggestion that Catholic Action 
may not have a welcome even 


ich suggest 
that you should not force opinions 
down other people's throats, that you should 


Englishman as it is to the better type of 
democrat elsewhere. Perhaps this is the 
reason why it is felt by many that Catholic 
Action may be suitable for Central Europe, 
but is not juired for the British 
Empire or the New 


Roman There is an i 
Catholic dency in this country the 
Martyrs members of the Roman Catho- 
lc Church to draw attention 

to the sufferings of those of that faith who 
were prosecuted, and some of them put to 
death, under the old anti-Papal penal-laws 


(which, after having been long almost a 
dead letter, were in 1829). As the 


subject is both interesting historically and 
important publicly, it may be well to set it 
out in its true light as, in these 
days, that light is often obscured). No one, 


— 


4 
| amongst Koman Catholics. Mr. leeling says 
(pp. 161-2): Amongst the younger genera- 
tion in Great Britain are many Catholics who 
have been brought up in a good Catholic 
atmosphere and know and practise their 
religion quite - They have the 
song about it, and that you should respect 
your neighbour's intelligence in that he can 
usually see without your telling him whether 
you are doing something worth while or not. 
The craze for 2323 which seems to 
have come to the world through Communism 
people in Great Britain, who fear that the 
next twenty years will see such a reaction 
against the Roman Catholic Church in 
Great Britain, that Catholics will again be 
penalised, and have no opportunity of 
carrying on a prominent profession. 
— 
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of course, should seek to lessen the heroism 


of people who suffered and even died for 
their beliefs ; but one must take all the facts 


into consideration when the subject 
historically. The then Pius V.) in 
1570 had declared th Tudor 
deposed, and had her subjects from 


Pa 


try 


English 
she — were not an 


English subject, he was an enemy alien 


d. war against the English Government. 


imagine 
favour of it. As that ported, ‘the 
Inquisition was in full activity, and was 


us, 


our obedience to the A olic, for 
g our friends to the Catholic Faith, 


or our priesthood, for studying in the Society 
or beyond the seas, and such like, 
which you have ridiculously made treason ; 
but afterwards ( ashamed of the foul 


violence, and persecute us withou 


hath any cause 
justly to be grieved ? Why should any man 

think st for executing the 
al, and 
are for 


Defenc- 

Catholics, published in 1584 by 
Cardinal Allen a 

to 


England. The 
i in 1914 by the Roehampton Press, 

; vol. I., pp. aon The argument 
th or Protestants to 

pass laws against Catholics is tyranny ; for 
t pass laws against Protestants 

A il be n noted that 


spearhead of the Papal war. The essential 


fact of those events was the way 
religion had been bound up with itics 
-“ ive statecraft ; a fact of which 


apacy had been chief agent of 


Rome and It is often asked what is the 
the Bible exact attitude of the Roman 
Catholic Church to the reading 


of the Bible. When Protestants say that 
that attitude is one of hostility, Roman 
Catholics at once reply by denying the 
allegation and saying that the laity are 


allowed and even encouraged to read the 
capable easy tion. 
uotation 
imes and Directory, November IIth, 1936, 
puts the facts very clearly, and therefore 
it appeared some months ago 
attitude of the Roman Catholic Church to 
the reading of the Bible can be found clearly 
set forth in the Canon Law. I may quote a 
esent 


—— 


quotation is from the edition 


P r e received by all kingdoms Christian 4 
o her, a is, war thieves? 
q existed between her government and the 1 
ex between this country and German main or 
in 1914-1918. As a logical consequence, ail 
who adhered to the Pope were in the position 
of the established authority in | 
then, entered this 
om abroad, and carried on propa- 
ganda on behalf of the Pope, his position f 
was the same as that of an emissary of 
Germany who, in 1914-1918, came here and | 
for our obedience to the See Apostolic ” . 
but he omitted to say that that Lee was at 
war with England. The remark, “ for | 
studying in the Society, means ſor being 
supported by the very people who either : 
came to, or sent others to, England to carry : 
on Papal propaganda. That fact is shown, 
for — 3 by this quotation :—" You do 7 
torment and 12 both otherwise 
intolerably, and also by death most cruel ; 
and that, as we have proved, for Agnus-Deis, 
of religion and such as none shall die for. 
And, therefore, we must justly make our 
complaint to God and man, that you do use 
equity and order. On the other side, 
Queen Mary against the Protestants exe- 
cuted only the old laws of our country, and 
of heretics, by the canons and determination Index N by the Rev I. Hurley, 
of all Popes, Councils, Churches and eccle- D. D., Dublin, 1907 — Are we free to read 
siastical tribunals of the world, allowed also and use editions of the original texts of 
and authorised by the civil and imperial the sacred Scriptures published by non- 
— 14 
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t to make that 


plete 


1 


of portions of the sacred Scriptures England must be 


(pp. 76-7). 


t is very difficult 


the mental 


freely allowed? No ; com 


barm than good would be at. . 
would 


that from such an 
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| 
glan 
Catholics. What ed ngiand. It is even more 
rr are allowed? e principal speaker 
been duly approved. Does not every 
| to be approved? E hop swear to dis- 
by bishops. When ma the 2 The 
wa Ho See he — 
by the Holy present meeting 
pn though it is not th the problem of 
| editions are approved by ated the pioneering 
approve only those vernacu has undertaken to 
that are annotated, and the h, as our Roman 
must be taken both from the F. „and then to put 
Church and from the writings of communion with 
and approved theologians (page 75) 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 


World Mission Notes 


The Pope and It is stated in the Press that 


Ethicpia Pope Pius XI. recently 
sided 


up his post with a large staff of Italian 


News, July 10th, “ news of 


Roman Statistics published by the 
Catholicism authorities of the Roman 
in Africa Catholic Church 


concerning 
the affairs of that Church 


in West Africa are of interest. In Kenya 


Colony its numbers, it is said, have increased, 
since 1910, from 8,556 to 104,833. 


Of 
also 124 natives studying for the 
, and nearly 
300 are also 

gandan population of that creed is 563,587. 
In Tanganyika, out of a total population of 
five millions, 341,483 are Roman Catholics, 
there are 366 priests, 231 lay-brothers, 
nuns. In N there are 
3 lay-brothers, and 43 nuns, 
Roman Catholic population of 


The Bible It seems incredible, but it is 
in a true. By the end of June the 
Thowsand British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
Tongues ety completed the thousandth 
translation of the Scriptures. 

Dr. J. R. Temple, in referring to the achieve- 
ment at the recent annual 


Erg 
i — 


of the 


ond 
* 


’ 


onsiegnor - 
lani, of Rhodes, was 
4 Nuncio in Addis Ababa. He will 
society, said that in Bible House there were 
e specimens of 997 different languages into 
Vatican). A to New Times and which the Scriptures had been translated, 
Ethiopia this and he added that when the number had | 
appointment was rece1 erresent- reached 1,000 the prayer so often sung. 0 : 
—.— have been compelled to leave. The he 
at the Vatican was of 
in days of the Emperor he | 
— Ne Papal} The object 
recognise t j i ect 
of the College was to train Ethiopian — — Dr | 
for the Roman Catholic priesthood. The about 70,000 living between 
fear now exists that the Pope and Mussolini, Lukeni rivers of the Belgian te 
working together, will aim to destroy the growth in influence of the 0 
historic independence of the Ethiopian ; 
Church. 
— Founded in 1804 when the 
ible could be obtained only in some 72 4 
languages, the society began to devote i 
special attention to this side of missionary 
activity, and in subsequent years made | 
steady progress. By 1824 Bible translations 
numbered 100 ; in 1871, 200 ; in 1892, 300 
in 1906, 400; in 1917, 500; in 1928, 600 4 
and this year, 712. The most strikin ‘ 
In U La 2 advance has been made in Africa, the 988 
comprise 216 priests, 60 lay- 8 versions in African t in 1904 ha vi ö 
Society Ar active in the 
translation Scriptures into languages 
and dialects which have enabled it to be i 
read by many races and tribes in countries 
remote from civilisation, kindred. societies, 
such as the American Bible- Society, the 
National Bible Society of Scotland, and ; 
many others, missionary societies as well 7 
as private presses, have made substantial 6 
contributions to the total. The policy of 4 
the society has always been to publish only - 
136,150. a complete book consisting of either the 4 
181 
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some other part of the Scriptures. 


large numbers of Moslems are iring of the 
formalities of Islam. The frst speaber was 


bering about 250,000,000, or 
nearly one-seventh of the world’s population. 
At an amazing rate, adherents are spreading 
their erroneous doctrines in all directions. 
The speaker considered that the Church 
should not hold back from missionary work 
amongst them simply because they are 
difficult to reach or hard to convert, because 
Christ's command to the Gospel to 
every creature inclu the followers of 
Islam. He was able to give his hearers 
some encouraging facts which went to 
that there are signs on all hands of a real 
change in the situation. In every Moslem 
community of over 50,000 inhabitants there 
is a nucleus of witness for Christ. Long- 
for the missionaries of the Sudan Uni 
Mission. Many followers of Islam are 
awakening to the deficiencies of their a 
The first conference of Kabyle converts 
was held recently, and on almost every 
of the working of 
the Holy Spirit that the seed sown 
through so many years will soon bear fruit. 
A young from Iran, Rev. J. N. 
Hoare, who is connected with the Church 
Missionary Society, 
account of the changes 
place in that land since the 
enthroned. The latter has dictatorial power, 
and has completely transformed the land. 


Women go about unveiled for the first time 


under his control. In hi ‘ 

by a member of his staff, the Chief said he 
was glad that Christians in this country 
took such an interest in his people. Not 
many years ago the majority of the people 
were savages, but, thanks to the mission- 
aries, they were now im Others 
who took part Mr , a Swiss 


French Protestant Church in Sq 
London. Yeta III., who succeeded to his 
father in 1916, is ruler of a native state in 
Northern Rhodesia. He i 


of grea 
intelligence, who has been under the in- 
ant from an 


fluence of Protest 


| , l. or Bibles and are sold yearly, while | 
„ throughout the country. Full use 
Is lam Interesting light was thrown must 
Tottering ? u the present situation in ) ty, as doors now open may 
the Moslem at Re 
3 Evangelical Alliance, and held at the Farewell to A special gathering took place 
Alliance House. The chair was occupied African Chief recently at the headquarters 
3 by Mr. W. Cecil Collinson, General Secre- Vein III. of of the World's Evangelical 
3 tary of the Egypt General Mission, who, Baroteeland Alliance in Russell ey 
ö a few days before, had returned from a when friends ga by 
* * invitation to meet Yeta III., Paramount 
the Barotse people, who was 
returning to Africa after Coronation. 
; V. E. J. onnor, of the In the name of the London Auxiliary 
| Mission, who gave reasons to show the Council of the Basuto and Barotse Missions, 
8 importance of evangelizing the Moslem the Chairman, Captain G. A. K. Wiseley, 
4 presented the 1 ingui visitor with a 
telescope. Mr. H. Martyn Gooch, General 
Secretary of the Alliance, explained to the 
Chief that the building in which the gather- 
a ing was taking place was one which repre- 
) esented many branches of the Christian 
Church. He further expressed the gratitude 
ö of Christian people to the Chief for his efforts 
4 7 to further mi work in the territory 
* member of t aris Evangelical Missionary 
| Society, and Rev. F. Christol, or of the 
| _ born in 1873 or 1874. 
More than fifty years ago he was a pupil of 
Mr. F. S. Arnot, and his father, 7 * 
Mr. Arnot's advice, entered into friendship 
with Khama, the great Christian chief. 
ö Indian Bishop Dr. Azariah, the Indian 
ontaskof Bishop of Dornakal, speak- 
for thirteen centuries, and other changes Missions ing recently at the annual 
have undermined the power of Islam, to gathering of the Conference 
which Iran has never bowed its neck to the of British Missionary Societies at Swanwick, 
same extent as other lands. Over 40,000 urged the missionary societies to adopt a 
| 152 
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| The Italian 
Government the British 
Ambassador in Rome that it is their inten- : 
tion not to entrust to any foreigner, no M Mr. Binyon is well 
matter what his religious denomination, the known for his writings on the bearing of 
task of setting up any kind of school in Christ. social and political affairs. 
In this article he expresses his belief that 
foreign missions, irrespective of nationality Christianity demands a revolutionary break 
The Italian Government have, however, with our accustomed habits of thinking in 
stated that if British missions terms of nations, empires and races, and a 
desire to carry out humanitarian and welfare return to the traditional position which 
work in Abyssinia, from any scholastic envisages the Church as a single religious 
activity, a request might, in certain con- commonwealth,” contrasted with the 
ditions, be considered. The British Govern- world, with its of divine 


“Ve chen Prayer.” 
LET US GIVE THANKS— 


For the messages and inspiration of the ist Annual Meeting. 


Let us give thanks for what is lovely around this war-stricken earth, the beauty of the summer foliage, 
And let us not forget to thank God for beautiful lives, including those in high positions, burdened 

i with responsibilities, and yet experiencing the joy of the Lord as their strength. 
LET US PRAY— 


who call jesus Master and Lord. 


For the Evangelical Churches in Germany, and especially for Dr. Niemoller, and other pastors and 
laymen under arrest. 

For all Spanish pastors and workers, especially those in Madrid and under the terrors of air-raids and 
bombardments—that their courage fail not through the realisation of Divine comfort and help. 

mig be given in the arrangements for the forthcoming meeting concerning the revival 

That all the arrangements now being made for the world-wide observance of the Universal Week of 
Prayer (January 2nd to 9th) may be under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and that advance 
beyond anything yet realised may be achieved. : 

For all the work and witness of the E Alliance, with so many open doors, for the Council and 
all engaged in the work at the Alh House, as well as all elsewhere who share the 


* 


i Secretary) questioned in the House of Com- part of his statement reterred to Italian 
) mons recently respecting the expulsion of missionaries or universally, Mr. Eden replied, 

1 British missionaries from Abyssinia, rephed Oh, no, only to Italian missionaries. 

that the Government has been in prolonged : 

; negotiation with the Italian. Government International An interesting article on 

with a view to securing permission for the Review of Christianity and Imperialism 

| missionaries to return to Abyssinia or for Missions— by the Rev. G. C. Binyon, 
1 their places to be taken by substitutes. The Issue Rector of 2 
95 be said, that these negotiations for july, 1937 Yorkshire, appears in 

6 ment, Mr. Eden continued, “regret the government, its egoism 0 or 
4 decision. They consider it is a wrong ae Ses , racial or commonwealth. 
Hf principle on which to proceed. It is not the . William Paton, a Secretary of the 
3 practice of the British Government to allow International Missionary Council, and one of 
1 the question of nationality to affect mis- the Editors of the Review, contributes an 
4 sionary work in British - administered terri- article on the three world conferences 
1 tories, but as the Italian Government have that on Church, Community and State, just 

taken this decision the British Government beld at Oxford, that on Faith and Order to 

| must reserve the right to consider taking 

: similar action in territories under British meeting of the Internati Missionary 
| administration. Asked whether the last Council at Hangchow in October, 1938. 
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GREAT COMMISSION. 


ons, MA., D.D. (Oliphantes. 


call, 

in the : 

herald of the Gospel for the evangelization of the 

world. either the Saviour for all, or no 
who have found Christ and 


A VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS. A 
Memoir of Rev. Harold ( Morton by Eastern 
Morrow and Dovo tas Dewar. ynne. 8. 

This biographical sketch of the late Dr. Harold 

Morton reveals a man of imtense earnestness whose 

brave 8 what he felt to be Modernistic 

tendencies to his leaving the Methodist Church. 

A man of great courage, learning and pertinacity 

who broke a lance with many leading ecclesiastical 

and scientific thinkers, but never lost the respect 
and affection of all who knew him. 


SEEING THE REVELATION. By W. F. Roap- 
mouse. (Thynne. 3s. Gd.) 

An exposition of the ypse, complete with 
chart and diagrams, in wh the author an 
American of reverent and earnest spirit attempts 
to find a key to the interpretation by the 
various prophecies under seals, trumpets, vials as 
con-current and ending co-terminously."’ Certainly 
a book worth consulting. 


A CHALLENGE TO EVOLUTIONISTS. By 
Dovetas Dewar, BA. F.ZS. (Thynne. 


2s. Gd. net). 

This report of a debate between Mr. 
McCabe and Mr. Dewar gives only Mr. ar's 
statement. Mr. McCabe refused to allow his side 
to be i ted in the verbatim , which is, 
to say the Mr. ts 


a most convincing case for believing “that the 
weight of evidence is against the Theory of Organi- 
Evolution,” and we are not surprised at Mr. McCabe's 
hesitation to put his attempt at reply into print. 


SOME NOTES ON THE SYNOPTIC PROBLEM. 
By D. M. McInryres, D.D. (Inter- Varsity 
Fellowship. 64). 

A pamphlet embod the results of years of 
study, lucid, wise reverent. A valuable 
summary of the subject. 
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Books Worth Reading 
HARRIET BEECHER STOWE. By Carwextne answer, but e page of this book indirectly 
Gusertson. (Appleton Century Co. 10s. 64.) raises the issue What is the missionary motive ? 
We caps the hope that Uncle Tom's Cabin ” The watchword of Dr. Wilder's life work was he 
is still not only a book worth reading, but a book ee een 
read by young and old alike. It may seem old- what was the motive? Why a man become a 
fashioned to say this, but are we not finding out foreign missionary’? The answer can only be found 
that in some things the old is better than the new ? in the Cross. Cod was in Christ reconciling the 
And this applies to literature as well as to things. world unto Himself, and te us is committed this 
Harriet Beecher Stowe was born in 1811. and died ministry of reconciliation.’ There is no alternative 
in 1896. Her life as written by Mrs. Gilbertson is to Christ s claim upon life it is all or nothing. To 
extremely arresting and entertaining, setting forth the student of to-day this book will carry a ificant 
qualities of piety, courage, and experience, which 
eventual fame did not quench. We quote from the 
Preface : Her life-span all but covered the period 3 
of her country’s ee from the thirteen 
original stages into a empire. As her father's 
daughter she grew up with a sense of public obliga- acknowledged Hin s DDr 
tion that thrust her, willy-nilly, into the current of ame to-day as in the first century when, by the 
Po affairs and forced her to think and to feel shores of Galilee, Christ said : ‘ Follow e 
use of this those interested in 
to imetruct and enlighten, 
thrown upon the characters in 
, and upon the book itself, which 
1 a book worth reading. 
S A SOVIET WORKER By Awnvaew 
SMITH. 
This volume, recommended by Dean Inge, is a 
book on the Soviet régime in Russia which no 
student of life and conditions in Russia can afford to — 
miss. It dispels the illusion of some that Soviet 
Russia is a kind of Promised Land of plenty, and 
peace. The author himself returned, disillusioned, 
to ae The narrative 
confirms the fact hat the truth about Russia has 
not been disclosed—due in part to the efforts of an 
active, well-organised propaganda machinery, and 
in part to the misguided activities of well-intentioned 
but gullible individuals, who, without a knowledge 
of the Russian language, have visited the Soviet — 
Union for a short period as tourists, and have 
bureaucracy, and the t scenes whic ve 
been carefully staged their benefit.” 
THE, Roszrr P. 
— 2s. net). ; 
Looking back over fifty Dr. Wilder writes 
his reminiscences, which is the story of the 
starting of the Student Volunteer Missionary U nion. 
Can we do better than quote from the illuminating 
Preface, contributed by one of Dr. Wilder's many 
friends, Dr. Wilson Cash? Here is the story of a 
God-given task, nobly fulfilled in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Here are records of what God has 
wrought through bands of mén who, being willing 
The question must be in this generation as 
it was fifty years ago. What really is the mis- 
sionary motive? Dr. Wilder gives no cut and dry 
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AN EVANGELICAL LIBRARY. Edited by Rev. 
I. loves, MA. (LVF. 34). 


A useful Bibli 


In a new series of books for young folks these two 
volumes om France” and the United States” 
will be found useful, not only to intelligent young- 
sters in their ‘teens, but to some of maturer years, 
who wish in a simple and imteresting fashion to 
know how 


“CAN I FIND FAITH?” By jon Snort, MA. 
Fh D. (SCM. 3s. 64.) 


Dr. Short, successor to Dr. R. F. Horton at 
mouth, in this little book reveals some of those 
qualities which have given him a leading place 
among preachers to-day. 

devout and thoughtful he faces the 
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THE MODERN MIND. (Faber & Faber. 8s. 64.) 

The author of this volume, Mr. Michael Roberts, 
evidently is a Roman Catholic and close student of 
— 
those philosophers contain a solution many 
our modern problems. That may or may not be 
so; but the difficulty is that the Scholastic writers 
are so highly technical, and so remote from modern 
life, that only can read them. Thus, is it 
difhcult to relate them to current realities. 


THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY AND MARI- 
OLATRY. (C. M. House, Salisbury Square, 
EC4. 24.) 

In this effective booklet Canon W. P. Hares, of 
Lahore Cathedral, India, deals very thoroughly 
with the Roman Catholic doctrines and i 
im regard to the Virgin Mary. He shows the 
extraordinary extent to which su 10us additions 
have been made, by the Church, to the few 
Biblical references to the mother of Jesus. The 
ing, and 

reference to its subject will be in the 

Address by Canon Hares at the recent Annual 

Meeting of the Alliance (see p. 132). : 


| Curistenvom.” 19, Russell Square, London, W.C.1 


—— 
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God's blessing this little bock 's thrilling should 
; scholarly books on eg Spo THE ROAD TO VICTORY. (CMS. 64). 
History, Archaology, etc second The CMS. is to be congratulated on this 
part deals with commentaries. admirable summary of another year’s work in its 
3 — Mission Stations er India, Near East, China 
. ER LANDS SERIES. (1) France, and Japan. It is full of excellent illustrations and 
‘ Live u om United Sta is. as" t of 12 spirit of confidence in Christ's cause which 
Is. The tes, (Studen 
44 1 is suggested by the well-chosen title. 
5 THE BOOK OF THE CROWN. By Rev. Harun 
J. Banxzr. (Thynne. 2s. 64.) 
all essential details of gy — 
4 interesting memento Corona year, 
specially valuable for ite testimony concerning the 
enemies under His feet. 
“NONE OTHER GODS.” By Visser I. Hoort. 84 
SECTARIAN HISTORY (72, Kimberley Road, 
2 Cambridge. 2s. 6d.) 
¥ of Roman Catholic controversial writings on history. 
It deals more particularly with critics of H. C. Leas 
, writangs on clerical celebacy, indulgences, confession, 
and the Inquisition. 3153 
1 pretentious work edited by the late Edward Eyre 
3 under the title, E Civilisation. As an 
exposure of — the pamphiet is very 
useful 
? 
7 
. of our own time c mtiy because 
| imself found in Christ one who is able to satisfy 
the deepest longings of the heart with a wealth of 
allusion, quotation and illustration, the last chiefly 
: drawn from personal contacts. Dr. Short shows 
: that the world-sickness and the individual's heart 
hunger can be met only by Him to Whom the 
disciples once said : All men seek for Thee.” 
: AWAKE: An African Calling (CMS. Is). 
The moving story, oi Blasio Kigozi was written 
7 first of all tos let the Church of Uganda know 
something of the radiant life and triumphant death 
| of one of her younger clergy in the hope that his 
4 witness might call many to repentance and to a 
life of consecration and zeal." The quotation is 
; from the preface by the Bishop of Uganda, and with 
All books for renew under this heading should 
be addressed tc the Editor, ‘* EVANGELICAL : 
| 


